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Achievement Assembly 

Our achievement assembly this week celebrated children who have shown great levels of “concentration” 

this week. Well done to the following children: 

Reception: Bella Year 1: Lola Year 2: Jaxon Year 3: Kiean 

Year 4: Jessica Year 5: Frankie Year 6: Esmay 

 

Celebrating Attendance  

Well done to Year 5 for best attendance this week at 98%!  

Whole school attendance is currently at 95.8 % 

Attendance raffle  

Our termly attendance raffle has restarted once again for this academic year, so all children with 100% 

will be entered back into the draw.  Remember, they need to be in to win! 

 

Dates for Diary   

• Individual School Photos (younger siblings welcome) – Tuesday AM 10th October 

• World Mental Health Day – Tuesday 10th October  

• Y1 trip to Beamish Museum – Wed 11th October 

• Y6 trip to Safetyworks – Thur 12th October  

• VEX Go event in school – Fri 13th Oct (pupils only)  

• Parent/Carer Online Safety Workshop event – 3pm to 3.30pm Tues 17th October  

• Harvest Sing a long – Parents/Carers Welcome Wed 18th October at 2.45pm Year 3 – Year 6 

• Harvest Sing a long – Parents/Carers Welcome Thur 19th October at 2.30pm Reception, Year 1&2 

• Y5 visit LLOBA for performance of SHREK – 23rd October 

• October Half term 30th Oct to 3rd Nov  

• Y6 to Saltwell Park to commemorate Remembrance Day – 7th November 

• Y2 to Kirkley Hall – 8th Nov  

• Children in Need – Fri 17th Nov (non-uniform, wear something yellow or spotty) 

• Y2 – A Christmas Journey at Birtley Methodist Mon 4th December  

• Y5 trip to Parliament – Monday 4th Dec  

• Flu vaccination – Tuesday 5th Dec – whole school  

• Reception Panto Trip – Thursday 7th December  

• School Fayre – Fri 8th December details to follow. 

• Y1 to Y6 Panto Trip – Thursday 21st December  

• Break up for Xmas Friday 22nd December! 

• Inset day Monday 8th January – pupils return Tuesday 9th January 24 

Harvest Sing-alongs 

Wednesday 18th October at 2.45pm Year 3 – Year 6 

Thursday 19th October at 2.30pm Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

We will be having a small celebration for harvest in each key stage.  The children will say a few words and 

sing a couple of songs to give thanks. If you would like to join them for the 20-30minute session, each child 

will bring home one ticket (one adult per child only please to attend).  There will be raffle at the door so 

please bring your purse! 

Children who have an adult at school will be dismissed earlier, although from their usual exit at the end of 

their performance. The remaining pupils will stay with their teacher until the end of the school day. 

We look forward to larger shared performances at Christmas and hope to see you then. 

 

 



Portobello Primary School 

Weekly Newsletter  

6th October 2023 

 

 

School Photos Tuesday 10th October  

If you would like your Portobello child to have their photograph taken with a younger sibling, please bring 

them along to school at drop off. We will ask the Tempest School Photographer to take sibling photos 

between 8.50 and 9.10. 

 

World Mental Health Day on 10th October 

Every year we celebrate World Mental Health Day on 10th October. The theme for 2023, set by the 

World Foundation of Mental Health, is 'Mental health is a universal human right'. World Mental Health Day 

is about raising awareness of mental health and driving positive change for everyone's mental health. 

At Portobello we have decided to raise awareness and support our children and families by taking part in 

'Britain Get Talking'.  

This weekend all children should complete the talking task below (your child will bring home a paper copy 

tonight).   

Further discussions and activities will take place in school on Tuesday.  

 

https://www.itv.com/britaingettalking/assembly-video.html  

 

https://www.itv.com/britaing.../pdf/ITV-BGT-homework-b&w.pdf 

 

  

International Day of the Girl Child VEX GO Celebration Event @ Portobello 

To promote women and girls in STEM focused careers we are hosting and have invited four schools to 

attend a VEX GO celebration event at Portobello Primary School on Friday 13th October 2023. 

Portobello Primary School is delighted to partner with Girl Powered supported by Google to host the event. 

We look forward to a day of events, meeting business partners and welcoming schools next week.  

The day will be an excellent opportunity for girls from across Northeast schools to participate in a VEX 

GO robotics competition and hopefully take a further interest in Coding and Computational Thinking. 

 

Staff updates  

Today we say a fond farewell to Mrs. Gill who has been with us for 11 years as a Breakfast Club Assistant 

and Midday Supervisor, Mrs. Gill has decided to retire and enjoy time travelling, we hope you join us and 

wish her well in her future adventures.  

We have appointed two new members to our Portobello team, and we hope you join us and welcome them to 

our school. Mrs. Bradford and Mrs. Johnson will be joining us as Breakfast Assistants and Midday 

Supervisors as of Monday 9th October. Mrs. Bradford is also one of our parents, with a daughter in Year 3 

and a son in Year 1 and children will be familiar with Mrs. Johnson who is currently an assistant cook in our 

school kitchen and has been working at our school for over 25 years. Welcome to Team Portobello! 

 

Harvest Festival 

For Harvest we will be collecting donations for the Gateshead Foodbank. 

 Donations will be welcome in school on Monday 16th October and Tuesday 17th October. This 

means items will be on display in the hall in time for our KS1 and KS2 Harvest assemblies. Items 

will then be collected by the warehouse team and distributed accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.itv.com/britaingettalking/assembly-video.html
https://www.itv.com/britaing.../pdf/ITV-BGT-homework-b&w.pdf
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Team Portobello sport news 

Another good week in the league for our Year 5/6 girls football team - Keep going girls, you’re doing so 

well!  

A huge well done to our Cross-Country team who represented Portobello with pride in the event this week, 

against some tough running conditions. Well done everyone. 

Year 5/6 boys’ football - Well done on the final week in the league for our boys team. Onto the cup 

matches next week. 

Our Year 5/6 girls team played in a 5-a-side tournament today and made it through to the quarter finals 

against some tough opposition. Well done everyone.  

#TeamPortobello 

 

Right of the Week – Article 3  

Article 3 (best interests of the child) The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all 

decisions and actions that affect children. 

 

 Help needed to reopen Birtley Pool  

Gateshead Council closed Birtley Swimming Centre on Friday 21st July.  A project team comprising local 

community volunteers alongside members of Birtley and Gateshead and Whickham swimming clubs, plans to 

reopen Birtley Swimming Centre in April 2024 as a Community Asset which will be run by a new not for 

profit charitable organisation.  The activities they are planning will support the physical health and mental 

well-being of the local community.  See below to support:  

 https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/help-us-reopen-birtley-swimming-centre 

 

 

Flu vaccination programme has been planned for our school on Tuesday 5th December.  

Parents/Carers we need your assistance to support the programme. Please action below and complete the 

online form. If you would like your child to have the flu vaccine you must complete the online form by the 

end of November! 

 

https://www.northumbriaimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu using school code NB108336  

 

Re School gateway/ParentPay APP notifications re meals/trips/clubs 

Thank you to everyone who has created an account so far – we still need 40 more pupils’ parents/carers to 

do so. Amazing number of you using the app, well done so good to see.   

If you are struggling with any aspects of ParentPay, please check out the link below:  

https://parent-support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb/sections/4407691522449-Account-Access 

For any other enquiries or generic parent support link below: 

https://parent-support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/help-us-reopen-birtley-swimming-centre
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northumbriaimmunisations.co.uk%2FForms%2FFlu&data=05%7C01%7CJillLister%40Gateshead.Gov.UK%7Cfd13753d03a84b334d0e08db98d60fe2%7C09fbb97943174d219cb6e58811169cd8%7C0%7C0%7C638271819023487162%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tuHl%2F%2F43PrlVucxWZbyUjWgV2RzmNtGzpzz3WtZDP%2B8%3D&reserved=0
https://parent-support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb/sections/4407691522449-Account-Access
https://parent-support.parentpaygroup.com/hc/en-gb
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